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Sir: 



In response to the Restriction Requirement dated March 25, 2003, Applicants hereby 

i 

elect, with traverse, to proceLd with Group I, claims 1-8, 14-18 and 20-31, drawn to a purified 

i 

and isolated nucleotide sequence encoding a regulatory protein that is approximately 45 kD, 

I 

expressed primarily under hfeat shock conditions, is localized in chloroplasts, has high homology 
to chloroplast elongation factor EF-Tu from E. coli or tobacco, said nucleotide sequence being 
capable of hybridizing undef conditions of high stringency to SEQ ID NO: 6; or wherein said 
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nucleotide sequence is SEQ p NO: 5, or an expression cassette comprising said nucleotide 
sequence; a vector comprising said expression cassette, a prokaryotic or eukaryotic host cell 
comprising said vector; a method for increasing plant tolerance to heat and drought; a 
transformed plant which is substantially tolerant or resistant to one or more environmental 



conditions, cells of said plan 



9-13 and claim 19 will be cancelled once notice of allowance is received for Group I. 



comprising a recombinant DNA segment encoding EF-Tu. Claims 
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